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"Yes, I do," I reply; "when I go to Con- 
gress, I see the representatives, through 
whom man is governing himself. And, im- 
perfect as they are, I respect their achieve- 
ment." 
Third, democracy implies freedom of op- 
portunity. When I speak of freedom of 
opportunity, I mean the chance for each in- 
dividual to have that opportunity to get a 
start in life which will enable him or her to 
show what capacities they have. I mean a 
"career open to talents" and that involves 
a juster distribution of property and a high 
degree of social security. For in the slums, 
whether urban or rural, children cannot 
have the freedom of opportunity to show 
what their capacity is in life. They don't 
have a chance. 
Fourth, there must be democracy in your 
daily economic activities as well as de- 
mocracy in your home and in the school. 
Fifth, there must be protection of civil 
liberties, protection of minority rights, pro- 
tection of all those freedoms which the 
western world has fought so hard to secure. 
If you examine the definition that I have 
tried to outline 3mu will see that we have 
not tried democracy in any real sense of the 
word, and you will agree that democracy is 
worth trying. There is just one warning 
that I want to sound. In our reaction 
against other systems, we have come to be- 
lieve in minority and individual rights. 
There is a danger that in our emphasis up- 
on the rights of the minority we will forget 
the rule of the majority. Democracy must 
have majority rule in all important matters 
affecting the attempts that we are making to 
save ourselves from the chaos that is threat- 
ening the whole world. Minority rights are 
sacred, but they should never be interpreted 
as minority power. 
Actually,' if you examine the story of 
American life you will find that this demo- 
cratic impulse is the most native thing we 
have in our traditions. I believe you cannot 
import anything from one culture to an- 
other. It must come out of American soil. 
Some one once remarked that if the Ameri- 
can people are ever going to have socialism, 
it will be the Democrats and Republicans 
that will give it to them. When you look at 
that native tradition, you will find that 
America started with the dream of a land 
where individuals could actually have a 
chance to start with freedom of oppor- 
tunity, where liberties would be guarded 
and where government would be partici- 
pated in by every one. The whole of Ameri- 
can history is directed towards making 
that dream a reality. Democracy must al- 
ways be fought for and conquered afresh. 
The democratic impulse, which has been 
active in America at various periods, is once 
more in action. 
I am not using democracy with a capital 
p—I am using it with a small d, because it 
is bigger than any parties. It does not tol- 
erate the notion that there are any few who 
know better what is good for the many than 
the many know themselves, nor does it 
tolerate the notion that any nation depends 
on a single man. It is against the select few, 
the elite, and against dictatorship. It stands 
or falls on the dignity of the individual and 
his ability to govern himself. Will we ever 
be able to give such democracy a genuine 
trial ? As I look back on American history, 
T think we have what it takes. 
Max Lerner 
VIRGINIA, AWAKE! 
HISTORY never repeats itself ex- 
actly, but periods far apart in 
time may be similar in many re- 
spects. A few weeks ago I heaxd the for 
mer German Chancellor, Heinrich Bruen- 
ing, say that the present era reminded him 
of the years preceding the French Revolu- 
tion. To me it seems that in America at 
least we are reliving the era of a century 
ago, when Andrew Jackson was in the 
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White House fighting the United States 
Bank and the "economic royalists" of his 
day. The world then was trying to re- 
cover from the Napoleonic wars, as we to- 
day from the World War. A revolution- 
ary spirit was stirring on both sides of the 
Atlantic. This was evidenced in Europe by 
the overthrow of Charles X in France and 
by the abortive German revolution culmi- 
nating in 1848. Today, however, rapid 
transportation and communication have 
crowded the nations together, so that a 
shock to one nation in any part of the world 
is immediately felt by all the others. Only 
last week we saw how the threat of Poland 
to Lithuania caused the stock markets to 
tumble throughout western civilization. A 
century ago the ills from which men sought 
release were chiefly political. Today they 
are mainly economic. The greatest differ- 
ence of all, however, is in the mental mood 
in which men of a hundred years ago and 
the men of today view the moving drama 
of humanity's struggle. In many respects 
the Napoleonic wars and the American 
panic of 1837 were more disastrous than 
the World War and the stock market crash 
of 1929, but a hundred years ago men rose 
to their feet and faced the future with the 
courage and self-reliance of pioneers. They 
believed in the possibility of progress. They 
were sure that better days lay ahead and 
that the golden age for them was in the 
future. Today multitudes of men, and es- 
pecially the younger generation, seem to 
think that the golden age lies in the past, 
and that unless help comes from the Fed- 
eral government they are hopeless and un- 
done. I believe this loss of faith by men in 
themselves, this spirit of defeatism, has 
contributed much to the success of the dic- 
tators of Europe, whether they call them- 
selves Fascists like Mussolini and Hitler, or 
Communists like Stalin. It also affects the 
democracies of the West and accounts in 
part, certainly, for the irresolution of the 
French and English Cabinets and for the 
contradictory activities of our present Con- 
gress and national administration. 
Have we all, young and old, Americans 
and Europeans, lost faith in the possibility 
of progress? Are we in America becom- 
ing a nation of pessimists? It used to be so 
in olden times. For untold centuries prior 
to the discovery of America men had no 
faith in better times to come. The Greeks 
looked backward to the glorious age of 
Pericles, and Romans sang the praises of 
Augustus and his Pax Romana. German 
romanticists delighted to tell the glories of 
the Fatherland when Friedrich Barbarossa 
ruled, and the French of the age when 
Charlemagne led his paladins to battle. 
But after the daring voyages of Portuguese, 
Spanish and English navigators of the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries and their 
marvelous discoveries a new spirit of cour- 
age and hope took possession of the minds 
of men. The western world began to be- 
lieve in progress and to locate the golden 
age in the future. This belief was 
strengthened by the French philosophers of 
the eighteenth century who exalted the pow- 
ers of the human intellect and emphasized 
the perfectability of man. This belief was 
further emphasized by the scientific dis- 
coveries of the nineteenth century, which 
seemed to confirm the claims of the philos- 
ophers of the encyclopedia. With some- 
thing of this confidence instilled into them 
by leaders like Thomas Jefferson, Ameri- 
cans won their independence, established 
democratic government, abolished slavery, 
guaranteed religious liberty and assured to 
all citizens free speech and a free press. 
Not until the economic stress and strain of 
the great depression through which we have 
been passing has there been any general 
loss of belief in the possibility of further 
progress. In the last several years, how- 
ever, there has been accumulating evidence 
that many of our citizens, and not merely 
the aged and bankrupt, but even the youth 
in our colleges were beginning to think that 
the good days were behind us and that 
further progress was doubtful, if not im- 
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possible. Perhaps this is the reason why 
in the last decade we have had so many 
books and magazine articles depicting in 
roseate colors the good old days in our early 
history that now are gone forever. It re- 
minds one of that U. S. Commissioner of 
Patents who in 1846 reported to the Con- 
gress that the Patent Office might as well 
be abolished, because all the worth-while 
discoveries and inventions had already been 
made. And this when all the marvels of 
electricity, of the gas engine, and the mir- 
acles of chemistry and physics were yet to 
come! 
Today I come not like Dr. Faustus to 
evoke an earth spirit, but if possible a dif- 
ferent and higher spirit. I am a Christian 
optimist, and I believe with the great Eng- 
lish poets that the best is yet to come. 
Dictators may shout at each other across 
the national boundaries of Europe, but I 
have faith in an overruling Providence who 
makes the wrath of man to praise Him, 
and who will surely bring it to pass. As 
Dean Pound said a few days ago in an ad- 
dress at the University of Richmond, "We 
still have human reason and divine Provi- 
dence on which we may depend with con- 
fidence." 
First of all, I would remind you of the 
noble record of achievement of our fore- 
fathers in Virginia. They created new 
forms of government which have stood the 
tests of time and the shocks of civil and 
international war. They did not have the 
aid of great schools, or of wealth, or of a 
powerful aristocracy. There were indeed 
in the country then vast resources in lands, 
in forests and in mineral wealth, but our 
fathers did not then know how to exploit 
this hidden wealth, because the scientific 
inventions and tools of the present day were 
then unknown. Compared with ourselves 
they were ill-equipped to cope with the 
forces of nature and bring them into sub- 
jection to the will of man. But these pion- 
eer forefathers of ours never dreamed of 
quitting. They established a great state 
and gave leadership to the mightiest nation 
the world has ever seen. Today the United 
States has more than half the wealth of all 
the world, and there is no other nation 
comparable in all that makes for power and 
material comfort. 
With such a history and with our pres- 
ent heritage it behooves us to have faith 
in God, in our fellow man, and a reason- 
able faith in ourselves. We must, of 
course, work out with courage our economic 
security, but we must do far more than 
this. We must maintain our ideals of po- 
litical and religious freedom and make them 
so secure that they shall be a rallying sta- 
tion and an inspiration to all the world. 
And let us make no mistake, the forces that 
have wrecked the modicum of free dem- 
ocracy in other nations are beating on our 
shores and seeking to destroy our free in- 
stitutions. We owe it not only to ourselves 
but to the freedom-loving souls of Europe 
and Asia and South America to maintain in 
strength and purity the ideals of our found- 
ing fathers. 
How shall we do it? 
1. First of all, through our schools. The 
dangers and difficulties of democracies are 
the opportunities of education. We must 
constantly strengthen our schools, from the 
primary grades through the university, and 
must see to it by scholarships and financial 
aid that the gateways are kept open to 
proven talent, all the way to the highest 
university honors. While we may not make 
religious demands upon our teachers, we 
can demand character and those high quali- 
ties of mind and heart that make for 
righteousness in a nation. And in order 
that the political state may have no monop- 
oly in education and thus become forgetful 
of the moral aspects in the training of 
youth, we should as a patriotic duty en- 
courage the efforts of Christian philanthro- 
pists to maintain schools and colleges in 
generous and beneficent rivalry with the 
state. Such schools may prove In time of 
political stress indispensable bulwarks of 
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free institutions. Many of you who hear 
me today will go forth from these halls to 
teach in the schools of Virginia. You will 
of course seek to instruct your pupils thor- 
oughly in the subjects you are set to teach, 
but I hope you will also instill into them a 
love of their state, of their country, and a 
social-mindedness that will continually bear 
fruit in community service. We Virginians 
are inclined to think that the sun shines 
nowhere else so brightly as on our hills and 
meadows, and that the flowers bloom more 
brilliantly in our gardens than anywhere 
else on earth. But we should remember 
the Apostle to the Gentiles, and not think 
that we have yet attained. Like him we 
should be reaching forward to the things 
that lie before and press toward greater 
goals. 
In addition to what 1 have said about 
education, I wish to mention briefly three 
or four other fields of endeavor in which 
you as citizens, and especially as educated 
women who have the right of suffrage, 
may serve well your state and nation. 
2. For many years we have had in Vir- 
ginia a state government which is honest, 
high-minded and reasonably efficient. The 
governments of our municipalities have 
greatly improved in recent years, and while 
not yet everywhere as efficient as they 
should be, they are probably freer from 
corrupt practices and are fairer to all the 
people than the indifference of so large a 
proportion of the voters would lead one to 
expect. The weakest spot in Virginia's 
governmental organization affects the largest 
number of our population, and that is the 
government of our one hundred Virginia 
counties. With rare exceptions, county 
government in Virginia is unduly expensive, 
is inefficient, and far too frequently has 
tolerated gross laxity in the handling of 
public funds. I hasten to add that a larger 
measure of state control and more frequent 
audits seem to have checked misuse of pub- 
lic money and that there is growing evidence 
of an effort to make the ancient machinery 
of county government work a little better. 
Here is a field of public welfare work 
which deserves your thought and your ac- 
tive and courageous assistance. It will ac- 
complish little merely to vote for good men 
under the present set-up. You will have to 
be bold enough to fight for thorough-going 
reform. The opposition will be organized 
and determined. Power and privilege will 
not yield without a struggle, but the fight 
will be worth-while educationally, and some- 
time in the future it will be successful. 
3. Another crusade upon which I invite 
you to enlist is the beautification of our 
Virginia countryside and our rural home- 
steads. I do not refer particularly to the 
effort a group of Virginia women have 
been making to remove unsightly billboards 
from our highways, which I am glad to 
say was successful in part at least at the 
recent session of our Legislature. I have 
in mind something more comprehensive and 
fundamental than the removal of billboards. 
I mean an active interest in satisfying our 
aesthetic sense and emotions by the pres- 
ence of objects of beauty, whether created 
in nature or wrought by the hand of man. 
I mean beauty in the home and by the 
wayside, the beauty of our gardens and the 
landscaping of our highways and village 
streets, the beauty of trees and shrubs and 
flowers. Who are so fit to make villages 
and waysides attractive to the eye, as they 
are today in the older countries of Europe, 
as are college-bred women? You can do 
it, and visitors will come from all the world 
to see. 
4. Yet another interest calling for your 
attention is the condition of the average 
rural church in Virginia. Everybody has 
heard of the economic difficulties of the 
farmer, but not everybody has observed 
how the farmer's poverty is reflected in his 
church. I shall not preach you a jeremiad 
on the rural church, but I do invoke your 
aid in the consolidation and relocation of 
churches and the modernization of houses 
of worship. This proposal has nothing to 
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do with church union, but there should be 
consultation and Christian comity among 
the denominational groups. It will be a 
happy day for Virginia when our rural 
churches can be centers of a wholesome 
community life. One third the number of 
church organizations can probably accom- 
plish this desired end more efficiently than 
the present number of weak, ill-equipped 
and unbeautiful church houses. No cham- 
pions of this proposed improvement can be 
so effective as college women. 
5. The last suggestion I shall undertake 
to make today may well be designated 
"Conservation." I shall not discuss con- 
servation of our material resources, such 
as our eroded farm lands, our failing for- 
ests, or our vanishing fish and game. But 
I do wish to mention the conservation of 
human resources. We have just made a 
good beginning in Virginia in the care of 
our sick, disabled and infirm population, 
and in providing welfare services for all 
the people, especially our rural population. 
I am well aware that our poverty for the 
past two generations and our ever present 
race problems have greatly retarded action 
in keeping up with modern progress. But 
we must accelerate development of the tax- 
supported welfare service demanded by 
modern civilization. The growth arid pros- 
perity of our state are dependent upon a 
healthy, happy and intelligent people. Un- 
less we steadily increase and honestly ad- 
minister our social services in keeping with 
the advances of science, we may well fear 
the insidious attacks of Fascism on one 
hand and Communism on the other. The 
result of their successful attack would in- 
evitably be a totalitarian state, with the loss 
of all personal freedom. We must ever 
bear in mind also that due to the rapidity 
of modern communication, events move 
faster than ever before in world history 
and we must not be taken unawares. 
That our advance in material well-being 
has outstripped spiritual development is a 
subject of common remark. So prevalent 
is this view that we find one English bishop 
calling for a moratorium on invention, and 
another crying out only this week that our 
present civilization has become so material- 
istic that it is brutal and past all saving. I 
cannot agree with these extreme statements, 
but I do believe there are danger signals 
flying. This college generation will need 
to be alert, social-minded, and above all 
else lovers of justice, if our state is to 
make progress that shall benefit all the 
people and if our inherited liberties are to 
be preserved. I for one have confidence in 
the intelligence, the patriotism, and the 
character of the young men and women 
now passing through our colleges, and great- 
ly cherish confidence in their ability to steer 
aright the Ship of State. 
Among the books most read by the 
founders of our republic was the "Essays 
of Montaigne." The story is told that 
Montaigne had his son awakened every 
morning by the strains of sweet music, 
softly played, and that by the bedside stood 
a valet who said to the youth as he emerged 
from his slumber, "Master, awake, great 
deeds await you today." So I say to you, 
and to the other colleges youth of Virginia 
of today, "My masters, awake, great deeds 
await you today"! 
F. W. Boatwright 
WHAT MAY THE PEOPLE READ 
ABOUT THEIR SCHOOLS? 
A Summary of Recent Expressions About 
Education That are Found in Periodicals 
Intended for General Readers. 
TFIIS is a partial report of an attempt 
to find out what comments are 
made on school affairs in current 
periodicals of recognized standing. During 
a period of about three months late last 
year the writer and his students in sec- 
ondary education gave some attention to the 
current literature of education as it appear- 
ed in publications for general circulation. 
Our findings may be of interest to teachers. 
